












4. DIVERSE AND 
THRIVING CITIES
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Investing in inner city areas to facilitate social cohesion and 
create vibrant places to live in 
There are stark divisions in prosperity and opportunity in many inner cities across the 
country. BME communities are much more likely to live in areas of deprivation, which 
affects a range of life outcomes. BME communities also face a number of challenges 
around housing conditions and are much more likely to face issues of overcrowding 
and damp problems in their home. 

Inner city areas need regeneration and investment, so that everyone living there has 
equal opportunities, a quality home, and can participate in an inclusive community. 

What we need from the 
Government:
–  Prioritise investment in regenerating 

inner city areas through creating a 
Great Places Fund. The Government 
should develop an ambitious national 
regeneration strategy backed by 
£10bn additional investment over 
a decade. 

–  Explicitly prioritise areas and groups 
of greatest need and support 
housing investment, including BME 
communities in inner city areas, 
alongside related economic, social and 
physical activity.

–  Provide additional support to BME 
housing associations to improve the 
quality of housing stock across inner 
city areas by investing in the purchase 
and repair of poor quality homes from 
the open market. 

What BME housing 
associations will do:
–  Provide expertise to enable culturally 

sensitive regeneration delivered 
through the Great Places Fund. Invest 
in improving local housing stock 
and faciitate the creation of mixed 
communities, leading to better life 
outcomes for local people. 

–  Work with the Government to provide 
community based social cohesion 
programmes in inner cities.

–  Continue to celebrate BME heritage 
and bring communities together 
through events such as festivals 
and carnivals.

Nottingham Carnival began in 1970. A group of West 
Indians, mainly from the island of St Kitts, held a carnival 
parade in the Meadows and it became the main annual 
event for Nottingham’s black community.
In 1998, when the council withdrew funding and Nottingham Carnival was cancelled, 
Tuntum housing association decided it was too important to their community and 
they would take it over and do it themselves. 

Tuntum delivers a successful event each year with the support of staff, partners 
and other volunteers. Funding now comes from a variety of sources including 
Arts Council England. The carnival brings together over 15,000 people from 
all backgrounds including Tuntums tenants to celebrate the cultural diversity of 
Nottingham City.  
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Ginger Grocock, Leader of the carnival troupe Zodiac All Stars

CASE STUDY: 
REVIVING 
NOTTINGHAM 
CARNIVAL
TUNTUM HOUSING ASSOCIATION



GET IN TOUCH:

www.bmenational.co.uk

14

If you want to hear more about the work that BME National 
is doing then please visit our website:

www.bmenational.co.uk
info@bmenational.co.uk



for BME communities
Homes
Our vision for diverse and inclusive places  

where everyone can thrive
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