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Comprehensive Spending 
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September 2021 

 

Summary  
 

The government has announced it will publish a Spending Review on 27 October 

2021. This briefing sets out the priorities of the National Housing Federation (NHF) 

ahead of the Spending Review and the critical role housing associations can play in 

supporting the UK’s economic recovery, providing safe and low carbon homes, and 

levelling up the country. 

 

The NHF is the representative body for not-for-profit housing associations in 

England. Housing associations provide more than 2.5m homes for around six million 

people, and reinvest all surpluses back into building more affordable homes and 

supporting residents and communities. 

 

Housing associations are in a unique position to be at the heart of the UK’s 

economic and social recovery following the impact of the pandemic. In addition to 

providing safe, sustainable, affordable housing, housing associations sit at the heart 

of their local communities – supporting residents in other areas of their lives, 

including accessing jobs and skills training, or being able to live independently. 

 

We warmly welcome the certainty over housing association rents up until 2025, and 

the new £12bn Affordable Homes Programme. Stable and sustainable funding 

unlocks housing associations’ ability to invest in new and existing homes, and 

support residents and communities. We are calling for targeted additional funding, 

and long term certainty, to allow us to do even more. 

 

We are calling for targeted funding for housing associations to support us to: 

 Decarbonise existing homes. 

 Remediate buildings so they are fire safe. 

 Provide supported housing to enable everyone to thrive. 

 Support regeneration and levelling up across the country. 
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In some of our priority areas, we are asking that the government brings 

forward the funding that they have already committed to rather than release 

new money. 

 

Decarbonisation and sustainability 

Our sector is committed to making our 2.5 million homes zero carbon by 2050. 

Housing association homes are already more energy efficient than any other type of 

home and housing associations are planning to invest billions of pounds over the 

next ten years.  

 

We can only reach net zero by working closely with  the government, and with our 

scale, skills and social purpose, our sector is uniquely placed to do this.  

 

Investing in housing associations to lead the way on decarbonisation will support job 

creation and regeneration across the country, including in some of the most deprived 

areas of the country. 

 

We are asking the government to demonstrate their intent to support net zero 

in housing by committing the full £3.8bn Social Housing Decarbonisation Fund 

promised in the Conservative manifesto, and working with the social housing 

sector to deliver it. 

 

Building safety 

Resident safety is always the top priority for our housing associations. Following the 

tragedy at Grenfell Tower in 2017, housing associations have already undertaken 

significant remediation and mitigation works to buildings that need them. 

 

Housing associations are doing everything they can to avoid passing on costs to 

leaseholders and have already put aside significant sums of money to cover 

remediation works. We estimate that it will cost the sector at least £10bnto make 

buildings safe.  

 

Money spent on remediation means less to spend on building much needed new 

affordable homes, or improving existing homes. 

 

The government should cover all building safety costs upfront and claim the 

costs back from those responsible for the defects. This approach would 
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remove any financial barriers to progressing remedial works and would help 

unfreeze stalled flat sales. 

 

The estimated costs of remediating buildings is high, particularly during a time of 

economic recovery. The government could therefore consider how to mitigate the 

worst impacts of these costs to housing association residents and the sector’s work 

by: 

 Providing additional funding for leaseholders, including shared owners, whose 

homes have safety concerns. 

 Work with us to help mitigate the worst impacts of remedial work costs on the 

future supply of affordable housing. 

 

Supporting people to live independently 

Supported housing exists to make sure everyone in our communities can live their 

best life, whatever their circumstances, ideally within their own home.  

It provides invaluable housing and support for disabled people, homeless people, 

older people, people with mental health problems, people who have experienced 

domestic abuse and many others. Supported housing also helps ease the pressure 

on the NHS and care services, and saves the public purse around £940 per resident 

per year. 

The role of supported housing providers has never been more critical than it has 

been during the pandemic, with supported housing providers keeping their residents 

safe. 

 

It is vital that supported housing receives sustainable long-term funding. The benefits 

of investing are clear – with funded support, social rented homes can help people in 

the most challenging circumstances, including addressing homelessness and 

supporting those moving out of hospital. This in turn helps to save money in the long 

term. 

 

The government should reinstate the £1.6bn ring-fenced funding for housing-

related support services. 
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Regeneration and levelling up 

The pandemic has resulted in challenges for everyone, but some communities have 

particularly struggled. We strongly support the government’s ambition to ensure 

opportunities for everyone to prosper right across the UK. 

 

In addition to investment in jobs and skills training, in order for areas to be properly 

regenerated, local residents need access to good quality affordable housing. 

Housing associations are at the heart of their communities and are well placed to 

use their position to play a key role in the levelling up agenda. 

 

Housing should sit at the heart of the levelling up agenda with housing 

associations able to access funding for regeneration and economic 

development, including via the UK Shared Prosperity Fund. 

 

To deliver for social housing residents in your community you can: 

 

 Raise these issues in Parliament through oral or written questions. The NHF are 

happy to provide statistics or supporting information. 

 Write to the Chancellor ahead of the Spending Review to show your support for 

social housing. 

 Visit social housing providers, including supported housing, in your constituency 

to see their day-to-day work. The NHF can help arrange visits. 

 

For further information to arrange a meeting or to organise a visit to your local 

housing association, please contact Melanie Pope, Public Affairs Manager on 

melanie.pope@housing.org.uk. 
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